THE  FOUR  GEORGES
officially, if tragically, opened. The contrast between
what had gone and what was to come was as great as that
between the old voluptuary hiding from the gaze of his
subjects at Windsor, and his niece playing on the lawn in
front of Kensington Palace for any passer-by in the
Gardens to watch.
It was at this time, too, that the Press began to assume
its modern importance. In 1802 the Edinburgh Review
made its appearance, and soon exercised a far-reaching
influence both upon literature and politics. It was the
virulence of its literary criticisms that called forth a
rejoinder from Byron in English Bards and Scotch Re-
viewers. The Edinburgh Review was strongly Whig, and
in 1807 John Murray, the publisher, wrote to Canning
pointing out the harm it was doing to the Tory cause,
and suggesting that the time had come to found a rival,
which he declared himself ready to finance. Canning put
Murray in touch with Gifford, the late editor of the Anti-
Jacobin, and so the Quarterly Review was born. Minis-
ters did not hesitate to write for the Press even while in
office, as we have seen in the case of Pitt, and Sir Walter
Scott certainly did not disapprove of the practice, for he
wrote to Charles Ellis with reference to the new venture:
"As our start is of such immense consequence, don't
you think Mr. Canning, though unquestionably our
Atlas, might for a day find a Hercules on whom to
devolve the burden of the globe, while he writes for us
a review? I know what an audacious request this is,
but suppose he should, as great statesmen sometimes
do, take a political fit of the gout, and absent himself
from a large ministerial dinner which might give it
him in good earnest—dine at three on a chicken and
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